Medicine vs. War:
Why Peace is a Prerequisite for Health

MEDICINE & PEACE WAR & CONFLICT

DESTRUCTION:

Perceived Legitimacy to Kill

HEALING:

A Moral Stance

Medicine is rooted in
the “do no harm"
w principle

War confers a perceived
legitimacy to kill and
destroy
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Opposition to all farms of genocide,

f ti « Particc frequently target health facilities, obstructing the
reaffirming the right to a healthy life or generations

right to health and access to medications.

THE HUMANITARIAN TOLL IN GAZA
(Since Oct 2023)

**STATISTIC:

70,000+ Killed

Majority are civilians,
half women & children;
“worst-case famine scenario”

Tiirkiye's Positive Peace Decline
(2013-2022)

7.8%

DESTRUCTION OF THE FUTURE
88% infrostructure damaged d
66% schools, almost all universities

SYSTEMIC HEALTH COLLAPSE

161,600 units and bombed hospitals
| | #| - atotal breakdown of health systems
J=1 and disease control.

Largest decline in European region.
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The Vulnerable Toll of War

The Most Vulnerable
Bear the Brunt

War as a Respiratory
Health Crisis

Destruction of "The Right to

Breathe": Explosives and building
collapses release massive amounts
of particulate matter and toxic

Women, older adults, and | s s substances, leading to splkes in
children are the populations most % Of War Victims COPD, aethma, and acute
affected by the direct and indkect B g are CiVili ans respiratory infections.

consequences of armed conflict.
Modern warfare disproportionately
targets non-combatants, shifting
the toll of victory onte those
not involved in hostilities.

Environmental Contamination:
Heavy metals and chemicals from weapons
contaminate agricultural land and water,
disrupting the food chain and threatening
long-term food security.

Increased Mortality in Displacement:
Mortality rates for refugees in camps can
increase ten- to twentyfold due to poor
environmental conditions and lack of access

to primary care.
~ Moral Injury:
i ~ Beyond PTSO, war causes “moral injury”—
i . profound psychologifcal distress resulting from
. . . . % witnessing or being forved to participatp in acts
The Turkish Thoracic Society (TTS) Declaration ‘@™ thatviolate one’s deeply held moral beliefs.

Section: The Rights of the Child

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(1989): Article 37 protects children
from deprivation of liberty, crucial in
conflict zones.

&

Well-functioning Equitable Free Flow of Low Levels of
A Stolen Future in Gaza: Government Distribution Information Corruption
Facts regarding school and university Ensmérﬁg, %cces?iitble gugranteeg gqu?l “eS:g;ortg ht;althed : d_Ensures tTedici:ilent
: ; . and high-quality service provision for ireracy and inform unding reaches patients
destruction. W|deSpr ead damage to education health services. all citizons. medical choices. and facilities.

infrastructure severely compromises the
future of children and young adults.

Attributed to the principles of the Turkish Thoracic Society Declaration.
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The Turkish Thoracic Society Announces Seven Core Declarations
for Peace
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Peace is a fundamental
1 prerequisite for public

4 The respiratory impacts of
health.

war must be integrated
into medical education.

Peace policies must be
integrated with public

S Research initiatives on
health strategies.

peace and lung health will
be actively supported.

STRATEGY,

Peace is an essential
condition specifically for
lung health.

from war zones will drive

6 Real patient experiences
The right to life is

— inviolable; we oppose all

forms of genocide,

7 particularly the
atrocities in Gaza.

The respiratory impacts of
war must be integrated into
medical education.
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The Existential Conflict

War legitimizes killing and destruction,
while medicine is a moral stance rooted
in the scientific preservation of life and

the principle of "do no harm."

Positive vs.

Te TTS Declaration )n@ hegative Pedce
& Call to Action W

“Peace is a Public Health Issue”

The Turkish Thoracic Society declares peace
a fundamental prersyuisile for hing health
and public health.
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According to the WHO, health is a state sustainable eaciuty, unabling document human rights
of complete physical, mental, and social immunieation. cleep alr policics violations as a professional

well-being, not just the absence of and resilient health systems. - and ethical responsibility.

disease.
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Destruction of Respiratory Health

Explosises and building collapses release particulate Environmental Peace
‘A | matter and toxic matals, causing spives in COPD, True peace includes a sustainable relationship with
= ' ' 5 asthma, and acute respiratory infections. nature, where clean air and climate stability are
N = recognized as indicatore of societal health.
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T The Burden of “Moral Injury” BREELIEEES
Beyond PTSD, war causes moral
Vulnerable Ipopulations. specifically injury- profound emotional distrecs  REMUVAREECEY
women, children, and the elderly are resulting from witnessin? of falling 10x to 20
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